[II:5 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


you maintain that view, do you not turn out to set aside the time for 
reading the Megillah assigned to the villages by your own action? [If 
you say that everyone fulfills the obligation by reading on the 
fourteenth, you turn out to set aside the ordinance of sages, who 
assigned to the walled towns the date of the fifteenth, as at M. Sheq. 
1:1C.7 


Nahman son of R. Samuel bar Nahman: “‘[Therefore the Jews of the 
villages, who live in the open towns, celebrate the fourteenth day of 
the month of Adar as a day for] gladness and feasting [and holiday- 
making, and a day on which they send choice portions to one another’ | 
(Est. 9:19). 


“[With reference to ‘gladness’:] On this basis we learn that it is 
forbidden to mourn [on that day]. 


““Reasting’: On this basis we learn that it is forbidden to fast on that 
day. 


“And holiday-making’: On this basis we learn that it is forbidden to 
do labor on that day.” 


[E] Said R. Helbo, “Many times I sat in session before R. Samuel bar 
Nahman and I never heard this teaching from him.” 


[F] He said to him, “Are you saying that everything that my father said 
you heard?” 


[G] There is a story about Rabbi that shows he differs. For Rabbi 
would display his deeds in public on two days of the year, on 
the seventeenth of Tammuz he would go to the public bath, and 
on Purim he would plant a tree [to indicate that it is permitted 
to do labor on that day]. 


[H] R. Habibah in the name of rabbis over there: “In every 
passage in which ‘holiday’ is written, ‘celebrate’ is not 
written, and in every passage in which ‘celebrate’ is 
written, ‘holiday’ is not written. But here are written both 
‘holiday’ and ‘celebrate.””’ 


[I] R. Simon in the name of R. Samuel bar Nahman, “[ “That 
these days should be remembered and kept throughout 
every generation, in every family, province, and city’ (Est. 
9:28).] ‘Family’ refers to the villages, ‘province’ refers to 
the towns, ‘city’ refers to the villages.” 


